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Hertfordshire Folk Association Playford Day 

Musicians workshop led by fiddler John Dipper,  

dance workshop led by Andrew Swaine [standing, left] 
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Top, L to R:  David and Jenny Bintley; Peter Barnard; Richard Smithies; Anne Daye; Lynne 
Spicer. Bottom, L to R:  Talitha MacKenzie (photo Juliette Lichman), Anne Smithies; Ann 
Hinchliffe; Jan Guyatt; Derek Guyatt.  
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FROM THE CHAIR  

  

A belated Happy New Year! I hope 
that 2019 brings you much 
enjoyment in your historical 
dancing and music making.   

This year marks the 2nd of 3 years 
when we are celebrating the 50 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
rather a luxury to be able to spread 
out our celebrations. Last year we 
held the 50th summer school, and 
this March we will be hosting a 
Regency Carnival Ball in the grand 

surroundings of Newark Town Hall 
to mark 50 years since Nathalie 
Dolmetsch proposed establishing 
what was later named the 
Dolmetsch Historical Dance Society 
(DHDS). Then in April 2020 we are 
planning to hold a Jacobean Ball in 
Warwick to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the founding of 
DHDS. I think by then we will have 
put down a grand marker for this 
ŦƛƴŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΗ  

Turning to rather more prosaic 
matters: the committee has 
decided to introduce a new system 
for managing membership 
subscriptions. We are about to 
start a trial of some software by a 
UK company, and if this is 
successful, we plan to set up the 
new arrangements to operate from 
the start of the 2019 subscription 
year which starts on 1st October. 
Many organisations use such 
automated systems, and it will 
bring good order to the payment of 
subscriptions and remove all 
doubts about whether or not 
people are currently members. We 
will keep you informed about 
progress with our trial, and will be 
sending out instructions in good 
time for you to pay your 2019/2020 
subscription fee. At the same time 
we are setting up new bank 



accounts to operate with the new 
CIO and to reduce our current bank 
fees.  

Bringing historical dancing and 
music making to the attention of a 
wider public is integral to the 
society's role. We were delighted 
to have been approached last 
summer by a BBC producer to see 
if we could help them with a 
planned historical programme in 
which Danny Dyer delved further 
into his family history. It would 
feature historical dancing, probably 
from the Courts of Henry II and 
Henry VIII. In discussing this with 
the producer, it became clear that 
we could also offer her our 
expertise in early music, and we 
suggested that they use Charlotte 
Ewart and Tamsin Lewis. We were 
expecting the programme to go out 
on BBC1 before Christmas. Nothing 
appeared in the TV schedules over 
the autumn, but then as we moved 
into 2019 we have seen Charlotte 
and Tamsin feature on the trailers 
for the programme.  By the time 
you receive this newsletter I'm sure 
you will have enjoyed watching 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ../Ωǎ 5ŀƴƴȅ 5ȅŜǊΩǎ 
wƛƎƘǘ wƻȅŀƭ CŀƳƛƭȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
that we have helped them to have 
this opportunity.  

(See page 24  -- Ed.) 

We are also pleased to have 
extended over the past couple of 
years the range of other groups 
with whom we work. I'm sure you 
know that we will be co-hosting 
another conference with EFDSS at 
Cecil Sharp House this November ς 
Stepping On. Later this year the 
committee will be travelling to 
Glasgow to visit the new HDS 
Archive and hold one of our 
meetings. This will enable us to 
meet representatives of the 
Traditional Dance Forum of 
Scotland. These links are important 
as they create opportunities to 
work across boundaries.  

Best wishes for an enjoyable and 
healthy 2019! 

Peter Barnard 
 
 

HDS MATTERS  

 
How do the trustees manage our 
charity?  
  
This is the first of an occasional 
series in which we will try to shed 
some light on the otherwise hidden 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
management.   

There are currently 6 trustees, and 
we hold 3 meetings a year in 
addition to the AGM. The purpose 



of these meetings is to ensure that 
we are monitoring the various 
activities of the society as well as 
our memberships and finances. The 
work of the sub-committees - 
Publications, Dance Teachers and 
Musicians - is fed into the 
discussions.  

Our meetings take about 3-4 hours, 
and we follow a normal protocol: 
an agreed agenda which lists those 
responsible for tabling the item 
under discussion and an indication 
of how long the item will take. The 
latter allows us to plan the best use 
of our meeting time. Papers have 
to be circulated beforehand, not 
presented "raw" at the meeting ς 
this ensures that we come well-
prepared  ς and there's no AOB ς 
this ensures that no surprises are 
sprung on the meeting and it can 
be kept to time. This all means that 
there is a flurry of activity in the 
weeks before a meeting as the 
secretary sends out the 
documents.   

Individuals are tasked with actions 
from the meeting, and report back 
to the following meeting. In 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 
necessary to make a decision, and 
these are made by email, with a 
report made to the following 
meeting.  

We have decided that we would 
continue to meet face to face 
rather than via Skype since we 
believe that the quality of the 
discussion is superior this way, 
even though it means that we incur 
the cost of room hire ς currently at 
the Quaker Meeting House in York 
ς and reasonable expenses in 
getting to the meetings.  

If you have a query about how we 
go about our business, please email 
Richard Smithies, our secretary.  

 Peter Barnard  
 
First apology: the previous 
newsletter's front cover proclaimed 
it as May 2018 instead of October. 
Second  apology, if needed, for 
repeating here some information 
from previous newsletter. There's 
still a vacancy for  a Trustee, and 
we also remind you, gentle readers, 
about a few necessary bits of 
admin. -- Editor  
 
Treasurer and committee 
vacancies 

WANTED: enthusiastic person who 
is good with money to share in the 
planning and decision making for 
the society from November 2019 as 
Treasurer and one of the trustees. 
We will arrange an orderly 
handover from the current 



Treasurer. If you are interested in 
this. or in joining the committee in 
another role, please contact Peter 
Barnard for an informal discussion: 
chairman@historicaldance.org.uk.  

 

 
 
 

HDS Committee Membership  

Members of the committee take on 
particular responsibilities, listed 
inside front cover. In effect the 
trustees and associates manage 
HDS.  

Jan Guyatt and Janette Bowen 
retired as trustees at the last AGM, 
although Jan and Derek continue to 
run the publications for us.  So, if 
you or someone you know would 
like to join us as a trustee ς or 
associate ς we should be delighted 
to hear from you. Contact Peter 
Barnard in the first instance for an 
informal chat, 01427 873937 or 
chairman@historicaldance.org.uk. 

We hope for someone who  has 
experience of (or an interest in) 
marketing, or in organising events, 

or both. We also need someone to 
chair the publications sub-group, 
with perhaps an interest in 
commissioning new work and 
bringing it to the market. 

Current chairs of subcommittees:  
Dance teachers: Anne Daye  
Publications:  vacancy  
Music: Peter Barnard  

Peter Barnard 

Leaving a legacy to HDS  

Making your will is a personal, 
sensitive matter. Your family and 
friends are going to come first. But 
once their needs are taken care of, 
there is a way in your will that you 
can  pay tribute to past pleasures, 
help future generations have 
similar opportunities and maintain 
research and education in dance.  

Generous legacies have enabled 
the Historical Dance Society to 
continue its work in promoting 
education and research in the 
performance, costume and music 
of European and other dances from 
the 12th century to the 19th 
century. A legacy from you in your 
will is a very valuable way of 
supporting our work and can give 
you confidence that this work will 
continue and expand. You can get 
details from the website or from 
our Secretary.  

mailto:chairman@historicaldance.org.uk
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A request to HDS Members:  

Please let us have your e-mail 
addresses! They won't replace 
paper copies of (for example) this 
newsletter, or the Journal. 
However, if we can e-mail 
information to you we can save  
money on notices of AGM and 
other information, save time 
stuffing envelopes, and cut down 
the quantity of paper being pushed 
through your letterbox.  Send your 
details to 
secretary@historicaldance.org.uk.  

 

  
 
HDS Publications  

Our scholarly Journal Historical 
Dance was printed in autumn 2018 
and posted to all members. Further 
printed copies are available, £15 to 
non-members. However, the entire 
contents of this and previous 
editions are free to read and 

download from the HDS website. 
David Parsons, Webmaster and 
also Journal Editor, has contributed 
a huge amount of time and skill to 
make this happen.  

Publications in progress:  
 -- Yet More Dances for Jane 
Austen (Anne Daye)  
 -- The French Dance and Music 
Collection (Anne Daye and Tamsin 
Lewis). This book and 27-track CD 
presents research and teaching 
originally prepared for Summer 
Schools. It spans c 1540-1617 and 
should be ready for the High Leigh 
2020 weekend course.  
 -- Domenico's early dances (Hazel 
Dennison)  

 Many dances appear in more than 
one publication and need 
rationalizing. Gwyneth Stone is 
reviewing and collating all the 
Country Dances for re-publishing in 
one volume. Kimiko Okamoto has 
undertaken to do the same for 
Basic Baroque.  
 
 

HDS WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS 

 
Contact details for organisers of all 
events, if not given here, are inside 
front cover.  
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FIRST STEPS INTO HISTORICAL 
DANCE (FS)  
If you would like one of the 
workshops in your area, contact 
Anne Daye.  

HDS LOCALS  (L)  
These are courses organised by 
HDS groups, with guest tutors.   

WORKING WITH SOURCES  (WWS)    
These study days, led by Anne Daye 
unless otherwise specified, explore  
sources for Renaissance dance. 
They combine theory and practice 
for dance leaders and for  dancers. 
Future topics include Domenico, 
the Galliard, and Music. Contact 
Anne Daye if you would like to host 
a study day on any topic.   

Do please pass on news about 
these events to anyone you think 
may be interested. They don't have 
to be HDS members.  

HDS workshops are a valuable (and 
good-value) way to learn from the 
wide and deep knowledge of our 
skilled tutors. Local groups must 
organise venue and administer the 
day or half-day, and price the 
tickets to cover expenses including 
hall hire, tutor's fee and travel. 
However, HDS will co-sponsor the 
event, sharing the profit or loss by 
prior agreement, which takes some 
of the financial burden from small 
groups. Topics can be virtually 

anything from mediaeval to 
Victorian, and on anywhere in 
North-west Europe. So if you want 
to have a master-class on galliards 
or Estampie, or study the sources 
for Quadrilles, contact Lynne Spicer 
to discuss the possibilities.   

Editor 
 
Sat 2 Mar 2019  
Newark Ball. See flier enclosed. 
Contact Lynne Spicer.      

 
 Fri 29 - Sun 31 Mar 2019    (L) 
 16th C Italian Dances;  Isabel Suri. 
 Belsey Bridge Conference Centre, 
Bungay, Suffolk. Contact  Amanda 
Williams,  01603 503824 or 
amandawill75@hotmail.com   

 
STEPPING ON: Call for papers /  
contributions  
 
Deadline for proposals 31 Mar2019  

The British Isles have a rich history 
of step dancing; the conference will 
further our knowledge of history, 
geography and context in these 
traditions and stimulate debate. It 
will attract practitioners, 
researchers and all who are 
interested in traditional dance in 
the British Isles.  



 

We invite submissions of papers, 
demonstrations, workshops, round 
table discussions and visual 
displays. Potential topics include 
(but are not limited to):  

ω [ƻŎŀƭκǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ω {ǘŜǇǇƛƴg in social 
ŘŀƴŎŜǎ ω {ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀƴŎŜǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǿƻǊŘΣ ǊŀǇǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊǊƛǎ ω 
{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ω ¢ƘŜ 
ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŎƭƻƎ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ω 
aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ω /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
ω /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǘŜǇ 
ŘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ω IƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŀƴŎŜ ω ¢he role of the 
ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ω LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƭƛƴƪǎ ŜΦƎΦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω 

Experience from traditions in other 
countries illuminating the 
experience in the British Isles.   

For further information, to discuss 
ideas or to submit, contact Toby 
Bennett, 
steppingconference@efdss.org. 
Please include a short description 
of your proposed contribution /  
abstract of your paper (150-500 
words) and a short biography. A 
panel will evaluate proposals and 
notify applicants by end May.  

ά{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ hƴέ ƛǎ  ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ Ƨƻƛƴtly 
by EFDSS, Historical Dance Society, 
Instep Research Team, and The 
University of Roehampton.   
 
Sat 8 Jun 2019  (L)  
Regency Dance Workshop; Duke of 
²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎΣ  ƎǳŜǎǘ 
teacher Anne Daye. 10.30-16.30h,  
St Denys Church Centre, Dundee 
Road, Southampton.   £15.00.  
Workshop is aimed at people with 
some knowledge of Regency dance,  
not  complete beginners. 
Contact Rachel Dalziel  
dukesdancers@gmail.com 
 
Dance & Music Summer School 
 4th �t 11th August 2019  
18thC theatre, ball & country 
dances and music  

  


